Preface

“Discovery consists of seeing what everybody has seen and thinking what nobody has thought”  (Albert von Szent Gyorgyi - 1893-1986)
“Surgical infections” are infections, which develop, in surgical patients.  It may develop before the operation or occur postoperatively.  In fact, many surgical infections occur in patients who did not undergo an operation or do not need one.  Using such a broad definition, “surgical infections” form an integral and significant part of any general, thoracic and vascular surgery practice.  We believe that the best “infectious disease” specialist for the surgical patient is the educated surgeon himself.  

The concept of source control encompasses all of those physical interventions - surgical and otherwise - that are used to treat infection.  Although source control is one of the most important aspects of the treatment of serious infection, it is a topic that in the past has received relatively little attention.  Our goal with this new book is to correct this deficiency.  This project grew out of an initiative of the Source Control Working Group of the Surgical Infection Society (SIS), and almost all contributors are members of SIS or SIS-Europe.  Each one of the individual chapters –which cover general aspects of source control as well as source control for specific conditions and anatomical sites, is followed by a balancing invited commentary by another expert.  A certain amount of overlap is inevitable in such a multi-author book; the many opinions expressed here add however to the controversy and repetitions contribute to adult –learning.  

This book is aimed principally at the practicing surgeon and surgical trainee but also will be useful to the non-surgeon who takes part in the care of infected surgical patients in the intensive care environment or the infectious disease specialist –who also should know that:

The most novel antibiotics, and the best supportive care, are meaningless 

If principles of source control are not adhered to with obsessiveness,…
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